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Domestic Abuse and Operation Encompass

All staff and volunteers are aware that domestic abuse can encompass a wide range of
behaviours and may be a single incident or a pattern of incidents. That abuse can be, but is
not limited to, psychological, physical, sexual, financial or emotional. Children can be victims
of domestic abuse. They may see, hear, or experience the effects of abuse at home and/or
suffer domestic abuse in their own intimate relationships (teenage relationship abuse). All of
which can have a detrimental and long-term impact on their health, well-being, development,
and ability to learn.

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 recognises children as victims of Domestic Abuse in their own
right and sets out statutory multi-agency responsibilities, including specific responsibilities on
education providers. Amongst other things, these include how school deliver an effective PSHE
| RSHE curriculum which supports children to recognise and report feelings of being unsafe,
and covers the concepts of, and laws relating to, sexual consent, sexual exploitation, abuse,
grooming, coercion, harassment, rape, domestic abuse, forced marriage, ‘honour-based abuse
and FGM, and how these can affect current and future relationships.

Four Oaks Primary School is part of Operation Encompass. Operation Encompass is a national
police and education early intervention safequarding partnership, which supports children and
young people who experience Domestic Violence and Abuse. Operation Encompass enables
every child to receive support, regardless of whether the incident has been recorded as a crime
and regardless of whether there is involvement with children’s services. Operation Encompass
means that the police will share information with our school about all police attended Domestic
Abuse incidents which involve any of our children prior to the start of the next school day.

In order to support the school’s response, the Designated Safequarding Lead and the Deputy
DSL have undertaken specific training related to Operation Encompass.

Key information about the principles of Operation Encompass has been cascaded to all other
school staff and Governors. This includes discussing with staff how we can support children
who are experiencing Domestic Abuse on a day-to-day basis, and particularly following an
Operation Encompass notification. Appropriate confidentiality will be maintained. No actions
taken by school will put the child/ren or adult victim at risk.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/domestic-abuse-act-2021
https://www.operationencompass.org/

