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RE Curriculum School Visit
	Four Oaks Primary School
SACRE Member and Locally Agreed Syllabus Implemented (RE Today)
	Meeting Date: 29/01/2026
Sally Harland (LCC Compliance, Communication and Policy Officer)
Sara Robinson (Headteacher)
Katy Dickens (RE Lead)




1. Strengths in RE Provision at Four Oaks
The school offers a highly engaging and inclusive RE curriculum, strengthened by excellent leadership and consistently strong classroom practice. Pupils are active participants in their learning, not passive listeners. Lessons are characterised by enthusiasm, curiosity, and whole‑class contribution. Additionally, the importance of RE is felt by not only staff, but students alike. 
Examples of Good Practice in RE Lessons:
· High engagement strategies such as think–pair–share ensure every pupil has a voice and time to process ideas before sharing with the class.
· Challenge grids stretch thinking and deepen understanding for all learners.
· Retrieval practice routines: quick quizzes, recap questions, and knowledge checks, help pupils revisit key concepts and build secure long‑term understanding.
· Hands‑on artefacts and religious items allow pupils to explore faith through tactile, immersive experiences.
· Immersive learning spaces, including the 4D room, bring stories, festivals, and traditions to life.
· Floor books showcase high‑quality learning and mirror the standards expected in English books, demonstrating pride and progression.
· Strong partnerships with Christ Church and wider community groups enrich the curriculum and provide meaningful real‑world connections.
· Celebration of diversity is championed through cultural workshops, inclusive discussions, and opportunities for pupils to share lived experiences.
· Accessible classroom positioning ensures all pupils can see, hear, and interact with resources, supporting inclusion, especially for EAL and SEND learners.
· Provides clear, structured RE documentation online, including curriculum intent, implementation and impact statements, progression maps, and knowledge organisers, demonstrating a transparent and well‑sequenced approach to teaching RE.
2. How the RE Lead Ensures High Standards
The RE Lead plays a pivotal role in maintaining excellence across the subject:
· Clear pedagogical expectations are shared with staff, ensuring consistent use of engagement strategies such as think–pair–share, retrieval practice, and challenge grids.
· Regular monitoring, including learning walks, book looks, and pupil voice, ensures that good practice is embedded and sustained across all classes.
· High‑quality CPD which is teacher-tailored to each teacher through invitation of the RE lead to observe a lesson. 
· Well‑sequenced planning from KS1 to KS2, with clear objectives and revisiting of key concepts, ensures progression and coherence. Additional confidence to tweak the Local Agreed Syllabus. 
· Resource curation ensures classrooms are well equipped with artefacts, visual aids, and accessible materials that support ALL learners. 
· Modelling of effective practice helps teachers understand how to facilitate dialogue, encourage questioning, and promote religious literacy.
3. Challenge Identified: Increasing Withdrawals from RE
A small but notable challenge for the school is the recent increase in parental withdrawals from RE. This is not an isolated issue. Liverpool City Council (LCC) has identified this as an emerging trend across North Liverpool, with several schools reporting a similar rise. The pattern reflects a wider shift in parental attitudes and misunderstandings about the purpose and content of Religious Education.
The school is addressing this challenge directly and transparently. The issue has been formally raised with SACRE, and it is now on the agenda for discussion at upcoming meetings. SACRE is currently exploring the development of a city‑wide withdrawal policy to provide clarity, consistency, and guidance for schools experiencing this spike. This work aims to ensure that withdrawals are handled appropriately, that parents are well‑informed, and that RE continues to be accessible and inclusive for all pupils.
Despite the challenge, the school remains committed to engaging families, communicating the value of RE, and ensuring that pupils receive a broad and balanced curriculum in line with statutory expectations.
4. Overall Impact
The result is a subject that is loved across the school, taught with confidence, and experienced by pupils as meaningful, inclusive, and engaging. Pupils develop strong religious literacy, not only a deep respect for diversity but a celebration of it, and the ability to articulate their understanding with clarity and confidence.

image1.jpeg




image2.png
4

Liverpool
City Council




